Date:		________________________
Contact:	_________________________
Re: 		College Application Month activities being held at _____ High School 

MEDIA RELEASE
[City] – College Application Month has a new look this year with all activities being held virtually. Students at [_____] High School will participate in College Application Month on [______], 2020. High school seniors can apply to a North Dakota college or university, and Bank of North Dakota will pay one $35 application fee. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] College Application Month is part of a national effort to increase the numbers of people applying to college early in the year. In North Dakota, Job Service’s Labor Market information projects that entry level jobs in the state across all education paths will increase through 2028.
[____________], counselor at [_____] High School states, “This is the [first, second, third] year our school is participating in this event. It is an excellent way to help students who feel a bit overwhelmed with the college application process to actually experience it and realize they can figure it out.”
[bookmark: _SG_e2dd85321aa74963b4f9028f25d173d3][bookmark: _SG_edaa55a65d7949829df976190525ed44][bookmark: _SG_ec708ac22be24738abef1109e90c3b4a]In addition to Bank of North Dakota, other partners in the effort include Dakota Association of College Admissions Counselors, Office of the Governor, North Dakota University System and North Dakota Department of Public Instruction.
“We are grateful to our partners who join with us to offer this comprehensive site to students and parents across the state. This project is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate to our young people that they are valued, and their communities are invested in their future,” states Bank of North Dakota President/CEO Eric Hardmeyer. “A well-educated workforce is essential to support the state’s economy.” 
In addition to College Application Month, careercompass.nd.gov, has information about the three career paths available to students after high school: going directly into a career, joining the military or continuing their education at a college or university. Students in middle and high school, along with their parents, are encouraged to create an account and participate in a variety of opportunities that include information sessions on topics like completing the FAFSA, scholarships and financial literacy.
For more information about College Application Month, visit careercompass.nd.gov.
###
